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Introductions 
• Name 
• Department 
• How your students tend to use evidence 
• Who their target audience tends to include 
Two key aspects of evidence 
Choosing Evidence 
• Evidence is appropriate for 
the situation and the 
audience 
 Analysis of Evidence 
• How we or our sources 
explain evidence greatly 
impacts the meaning of the 
evidence 
Our form of government is nearly 250 years 
old 
  
All bills must pass both the House and the 
Senate 
  
There are 100 Senators and 435 
Representatives 
  
The supremacy clause allows federal law to 
supercede state law 
Importance of Understanding your Audience 
Audience Centered 
• Discussion  
 
• Benefits 
• Constraints 
Writer/Speaker Centered 
• Discussion 
 
• Benefits 
• Constraints 
Types of Audiences 
• Favorable 
• Unfavorable 
• Neutral 
– Undecided 
– Uninterested 
– Uninformed 
Knowledge Base 
 
Inferences about Audience 
Demographics Psychographics 
Audience Appeals 
Aristotle’s Persuasive Proofs 
• Ethos-Credibility of the Speaker/Message 
 
 
• Pathos-Appeal to Emotions  
 
• Logos—Appeal to Logic 
 
Types of Evidence 
• Statistics—Logos (Unfavorable) 
• Definitions—Logos and Pathos (Uninformed) 
• Expert Testimony—Logos and Pathos (All) 
• Examples—Pathos (Favorable) 
Vaccinations save lives 
Pathos 
• On May 23rd, a six year old boy 
developed strange symptoms that 
landed him in a local hospital.  
Less than one month later, he lost 
his fight and succumbed to the 
disease.  The most troubling part 
is that the disease was 
preventable.  However, his 
parents had been convinced by 
anti-vaxxers that he did not need 
vaccinating.   Now as the family 
grieves, they recognize that 
vaccinating their son would have 
saved his life. (Washington Post, 2014) 
Logos 
• In 2005 1.5 Million children 
under the age of 5 died due 
to lack of vaccinations (World 
Health Organization, 2012). 
 
 
 
Target Audience 
• How might the you choose and explain 
evidence differently based on the following 
audiences? 
• Students at an elementary school 
• Doctors Without Borders 
• Parents  
• Christian Scientists 
Topic Choices 
• State college tuition should be free 
• Snack taxes on high sugar and low nutrition 
foods such as soda, candy and chips. 
• The minimum wage should be increased 
• The govt. should invest in more alternative 
energy sources 
 
Final Thoughts??? 
